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the Prince of Wales should see the letter,1 sent recently from
Hawarden, to which Mr. Gladstone has just referred. It touches
matters which may reach far into the future.
On Saturday, when he had the opportunity of conversing with
the Prince, he was led to dwell on the real importance of main-
taining by every proper means the dignity of the Speaker's
office. He ventured on observing that in his opinion the effect
would be excellent if some one of the Royal Family were to do
the Speaker the honour of appearing at one of the Levees held by
the Speaker in the early part of each Session. The Prince appeared
to welcome the suggestion and expressed his own willingness to
act upon it. He desired Mr. Gladstone to mention the subject to
Your Majesty.
Mr. Gladstone is not able to say from recollection whether
Royal Princes have in former times attended the Levees of
Speakers of the House of Commons. He remembers that the Duke
of Wellington regularly did it from year to year.
Mr. Gladstone ought to have mentioned in the earlier part of
this letter a point of considerable importance. It is that in what
is considered the Whig or moderate section of the House there
have been recent indications of great dislike to special legislation,
even of a mild character, for Ireland. Any public manifestation of
this kind would act very seriously on the position, and probably
the views, of certain members of the Cabinet.
I^35 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. June 8-9. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone reports . . , that Sir M. H. Beach this day made
his motion against the Custom and Inland Revenue (Bill), in
terms which refuse all the taxes asked by the Government except
the large amount to be yielded by the Income Tax. . . ,
Sir S. Northcote viewed unfavourably the whole finance of the
present Government, and said that Sir M. H. Beach had not
proposed a tax upon tea but only used the topic as an illustration.
He proposed no substitute but said the Budget could be easily
readjusted.
Mr. Gladstone replied and contended that this refusal of taxes,
attempted under the existing circumstances, was a course with-
out example in his recollection.
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